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Executive Summary

[n the early 1900's Peoples Gas, Light and Coke utilized the location at
Crosby and Hobbie Streets as a gas plant. During the production of gas,
a carburetted water gas process was employed.

The carburetted water gas process was a modification to the blue gas process.
During this process blue gas, which is rich in hydrogen and carbon monoxide
was produced by passing steam over incondescent coke. The carburetted water
gas process enriched the blue gas by cracking soil in the presence of the

gas and steam.

The gasified product then passed through a series of scrubber systems during
which tar and other impurities were removed. The tar was then passed through

a tar separator and then pumped to holding tanks which were located approximately
250 feet south of Division and Hawthorn Streets, and 292 feet north of Hobbie

and Hawthorn Streets, (See Sanborn Maps).

The produced gas was also passed through a bed of woodchips and iron oxide to
remove hydrogen sulfide. These woodchips would have a high probability of con-
tamination from tar and cyanides.

On February 16, 1988 the Agency met with representatives from Peoples Gas, Light
and Coke. At that meeting Mr. Glen Armstrong representing Peoples Gas stated
that the tar which accumulated during the gas making process was commonly sold
for use as roofing, road oil, pesticides and other products. However, he could
not be certain that all of the tar and woodchips have been removed from the site.

Agency analysis of coal tar similar to that which was produced by Peoples Gas,
LLight and Coke showed the presence of several hazardous substances (see Preliminary
Assessment Part 2 IV).

On February 24, 1988 Agency representatives conducted a reconnaissance inspection
at this site.

“his site is now owned by Commonwealth Edison and is known as the Crosby trans-
nission substation. The area is fenced off with a six foot high fence with
barb wire along the top. Along the northwest edge of the site the fence is
nade of corrugated aluminum.

“he Feoples Gas/North Station iS locatad approximately 100 yards east of the

North Branch canal of the Chicago river. The geology of this area indicates

that this area is located in Chicago river alluvium overlaying a Silurian dolomite/
Timestone bedrock. The alluvial soil in this area would have a high potential

“or the movement of an underground contaminant.

Immediately north of the site at the corner of Division and Hawthorn Streets

is a warehouse owned by American W&W Company, AWCO sales, L.W. Reiss and Assoc.

On the north side of Division Street is the Cabrini Greens Public Housing Develop-
ment.



West of the site is the Richheimer coffee company. This business employees
apprcximately one hundred workers.

South of the site is occupied by a vacant lot. The Montgomery Wards warehouse
is Jocated southeast of the old Peoples Gas/North Station.

Fast of the site, between the river and the power relay station is apparently
occupied by several abandoned buildings.

This site has been assigned a medium priority with a recommendation for a site
inspection.,
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. I. IDENTIFICATION
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I. IDENTIFICATION

134 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Unknown

3Em PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT b 32000778
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 07477

1. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS (connvea)
01 O J. DAMAGE TO FLORA O2(JOBSERVED (DATE: ) O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Un known
01 O K. DAMAGE TO FAUNA 02 OBSERVED (DATE: _______ ) O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION inciude namers) of speces)

Unvknown
01 00 L. CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAN O02(JOBSERVED (DATE: _________ ) O POTENTIAL 0) ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Udkﬂowu
0')(“ UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES 02(1OBSERVED(OATE: ______ ) X POTENTIAL O ALLEGED

{Soulis nunoN stendng squdls lngheg druwsl

23 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED. 20, 0Q0 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

See A B ad E
01 N DAMAGE TO OFFSITE PROPERTY 02(iOBSERVED(DATE: ) O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Unknown
01 [C O CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS, STORM DRAINS, WWTPs 02 JOBSERVED(DATE: ___ ) 0O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
(4 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Unknown
91 i P ILLEGAL/UNAUTHORIZED DUMPING 02 JOBSERVED(DATE: ____ )’ 0O POTENTAL O ALLEGED

05 DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN, POTENTIAL, OR ALLEGED HAZARDS

Un knowy

#i. TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _)/d,200

Iv. COMMENTS

process was coal tar which tomtaing  several hagardovs Substences.
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